




   


  

March 30, 2004

Dear Hobbyist/Robotics Enthusiast,

We are a team of seven students in the Master’s of Business Administration Program at Rutgers University.  We are currently working on a consulting project to investigate the market potential of educational robotics products.  Our client is a start-up company that is in the process of developing a product that will target this market.  Attached you will find a few brief questions that we have developed to assist us in gathering information and feedback from hobbyists and robotics enthusiasts.

We realize that you are a busy professional, but would appreciate it if you could take the time to support our efforts.  We assure you that if you choose to remain anonymous, all personal and demographic information will be kept strictly confidential.
The following paragraphs describe a potential product that could be used by hobbyists and robotics enthusiasts.  Please read this description, and use this information to assist you in completing the questions that follow.

Enter the world of walking, talking robots with the Robot Behavior Invention System from Acme Robotics.  Andy the Android is a pair of legs with attitude, a robot that can crouch, walk, kick and more, all at your command.

With a personal computer and our Behavior Toolkit software, you control the action.  The Toolkit provides a simulated robot that you interact with and the toolkit controls the robot.  Click and drag the simulated robot's foot around and the robot automatically maintains its balance.  Build your own walk and kick behaviors using your favorite programming language or our drag and drop interface.  Use ready-to-go behaviors to build higher-level custom behaviors.

Share behaviors with friends.  Get Andy to dance, play soccer, and more.  Create your own competitions.  Take the next step in robotics with the Robot Behavior Invention System from Acme Robotics.

Thank you very much for your time, we appreciate your support!

                          




   


1. Based on the above description, do you think robotics enthusiasts would be interested in this product?

Yes / No
2. What similar products are you aware of that currently exist in the robotics hobby market?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

3. In your opinion, what product features/functions are hobbyists looking for in this type of product?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

4. For each product feature listed below, please indicate how important you believe the feature is to robotics hobbyists based on the following scale:
Not at all
  
 

    Very








Important    
     Neutral
                        Important

     






     1
      2            3              4               5
     

a. Price








_____
b. Support for multiple computer platforms (PC 
& Mac) 








_____
c. Wireless control
d. Support for legged robots 





_____
e. Customizable robot hardware





_____
f. Creation of robot behaviors using drag-and-drop 


graphical user interface






_____
g. Creation of robot behaviors using programming 
Languages 







_____
h. Robot behaviors can be tested without hardware 





(software only mode) 






_____
i. Interactive 3D simulation of robot 





_____
j. Simulated real-world physics 





_____
k. Verbal communication with robot using voice recognition 


_____

 and text-to-speech 






_____
l. Software plug-in support 






_____
  5.  How likely would you people being willing to buy the software/robot simulation portion of this product at the   following price points?


         Not at all

             Somewhat

             Somewhat

 
 Very

   
Likely

Unlikely
            Unlikely
            Neutral
            Likely

Likely

Likely

      $  25

      $  50

      $  75

      $100

      $125

      How many licenses would you anticipate them purchasing?  _____________


6.  How likely would you anticipate people being willing to buy the hardware portion of this product at the following price points?


          Not at all

               Somewhat

                 Somewhat
 

 Very

   
Likely

Unlikely 
Unlikely
            Neutral
            Likely

Likely

Likely

      $  300

      $  500

      $  700

      $1000

      $1500


How many hardware units would you anticipate them purchasing?  _____________

Demographic Information
1.) Name: (optional)  ______________________________   Title/Role: (optional) _________________________

2.) City and State of Residence :  ____________________       (County)  ______________________

3.) Robotics Society/Group Member?  Yes / No
If Yes, name of society/group ______________________   Membership size ____________________
4.) Would you be interested in participating in early testing of the desired product?  

Yes  /   No
If Yes, 

· Telephone #:  
_______________________

· e-mail address:  
_______________________
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